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The Setouchi Trust

Buy a Tree, Stop a Golf Course

Innovative National Trust Movement
Seeks to Deflect Resort Development
Around the Seto Inland Sea

JeM readers should by now be aware of the
inimical nature of the 1987 Resort Law,
under which large development corporations
receive incentives to build huge resort com-
plexes, including golf courses and ski slopes
at watershed headwaters, marinas on fragile
coastline, and mammoth vacation condomini-
ums, hotels, etc. where there used 10 be coun-
tryvside.

The as-yet-undeveloped areas around the
Seto Inland Sea, a Chesapeake Bay-sized
saltwater sound open only through narrow
straits at opposite ends, are prime targets for
resort development — close to the
Osaka/Kyoto/Kobe conurbation and increas-
ingly accessible on the Shikoku side due io
the new Seto Inland Sea and Naruto Straits
Bridges, and the planned Akashi Straits and
West Seto Highway Bridges and related
expressways. The misty silhouettes of the
many small islands in the Seto Inland Sea
still look breathtakirgly 1avely from a hilitop
vantage point, where you can’t see the red
tides and snags of plastic junk piled up on the
beaches below.

It is estimated that 25% of the total arca of
the 11 prefectures/cities around the Seto
Inland Sea (Oita and Fukuoka on Kyushu;
Yamaguchi, Hiroshima, Okayama, Hyogo,
Osaka, and Wakayama on Honshu; and
Tokushima, Kagawa, and Ehime on Shikoku)
has been earmarked as “‘Special Resort
Development Area.” (The provisions of the
Resort Law apply only in arcas specifically
designated by the local government.
Okinawa, for example, has designated the
whole prefecture; some prefectures such as
Kagawa have designated as much as 50% of
their area, some much less.) If largely urban
Osaka and Hyogo are not considered, the
ratio of designated area rises to 33%.

Local residents are not taking this massive
top-down intrusion without putting up a fight
— in fact, the Pan-Seto Inland Sea Congress,
a networking association encompassing 31
citizens® groups from the various prefectures
surrounding the Seto Inland Sca, was the first
citizens' group to go to Tokyo, in early
August of this year, to demand the repeal of
the Resort Law. Meantime, On August 4th
and Sth, it hosted a “Gathering of
Representatives of the Seto Inland Sea
Trust,” which took place on Ugejima, Tkuchi,
and Innoshima Islands, small islands in the
Seto Inland Sea between Mihara in

Sept/Oct, 1990

Hiroshima Pref{ecture and Imabari in Ehime
Prefecture. These, and some other small
islands grouped around them, are on the West
Seto Highway Bridge route, presently
planned for completion around the end of the
decade, and all are scheduled for full resort
development treatment.

Tronically, Ikuchi Island has alrcady been
uscd as a dumping ground for probably w~'~
industrial wastes (the local government ¢
tinues 1o reassure citizens that their surveys
show no danger, though mandarin orange
trees, as well as local fish and shellfish popu-
lations, have clearly been affected), and at
one former dumping ground an artificial
sandy beach has been built, despite the exis-
tence of several natural sandy beaches on the
island. The Gathering included tours of these
dumping sites, and of planned golf course )
sites, as well as lectures and a concert by Ms.
Yamazato Sctsuko, well-known representa-
dve of Shiraho Village on Ishigaki Island,
and Minami Shuji, an ecologist and
singer/songwriter from Shiga Prefecture, and
member of the Setouchi Tachiki (Standing
Tree) Trust (Note: “Setouchi” refers to the
districts surrounding Scto Inland Sea).

The Setouchi Trust was formally launched
at this Gathering, and consists of a program
in which owners of development-targeted
land enter into a contract with the Trust not to
cut a particular trec on their property in
exchange for a certain amount of money.
Thus large-scale devclopment cannot take
place, and money is generated to fuel le
initiated grassroots devclopment projects.—
The Trust asks for donations of ¥1,500 per
trec. Title to the land is retained by the
landowner.

Contracts for tree purchase have alrcady
been set up with landowners in Ehime prefec-
ture, on Ugejima Is., and in Hiroshima pre-
fecture. If you would like to become the
proud patron of an inviolable tree in the Scto
Inland Sea resort development arena, send
your ¥1,500 donation to the following Post
Office Transfer Account:

Setouchi Trust,

Hiroshima 9-25742

Or for more information contact:
Ms. Abe Etsuko

794 Imabari-shi, Betsumiya 9-7-4
tel: (Japanese only) 0898-32-0100
Thank you. Q
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